
 

Local single moms benefit from 
annual Pioneer Day raft race 

Held Friday morning in Provo Canyon, the third annual Raft and Run combined five miles of race rafting with a 

5K run. Race proceeds will go toward the Live Your Dream Scholarship Foundation, which raises money for single 

moms with college aspirations.
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Sixteen years ago an unexpected divorce left Wendy Hendley a single mother of three with one 

on the way. She left her life as a stay-at-home mom and got a job at the same Provo elementary 

school her children attended. 

Over the years the family has made ends meet on a limited income, one Hendley knew she 

couldn’t survive on once her children grew up and the child support ended. With a son in 

college, a daughter in high school, and two teens either preparing for or currently serving an 
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LDS mission, Hendley is doing what she’s always encouraged her children to do: Get an 

education. 

“[Being in school now] means a whole lot more to me than it did back in high school or when I 

got my associate’s degree,” Hendley said. “My grades were terrible because I didn’t care as 

much. Now, I love going to school and learning. I love being in class and I look forward to what I 

can do with my knowledge after I graduate.” 

Hendley is one of two local single mothers whose career goals were recognized at the third 

annual Pioneer Day Raft and Run, a race designed to raise money for single moms with college 

aspirations through the Live Your Dream Foundation. 

Held Friday morning in Provo Canyon, the race combined 5 miles of race rafting with a 5K run. 

This year’s more than 115 participants started the race at a launch site just below Deer Creek 

Dam and finished at Canyon Glen Park. 

During an awards ceremony honoring the race participants and beneficiaries, Hendley, 44, and 

Mindy Sutton, 41, were each awarded $2,000 scholarships. Hendley plans to put the money 

toward her education at the University of Utah, where she is in her second year of the Master of 

Social Work program. Sutton, who is studying social work at Utah Valley University, plans to do 

the same. 

“I appreciate the people who have extra and are willing to donate it to make it possible for this 

scholarship to be in existence to help people like me,” Hendley said. “I hope to be able to 

contribute and give back someday. I want to make a difference in people’s lives.” 

The Live Your Dream Scholarship was started in 2010 by Dave Young, president of Paragon 

Wealth Management, a few years after his son-in-law passed away unexpectedly. Suddenly a 

widow with an infant daughter, Young’s daughter, Katie Bunnell, decided she needed to attend 

college in order to provide for her small family. 

Bunnell struggled in her search for scholarships and found few available to women in her 

situation — single, with a young child and no college education. Still, she was able to attend 

college and complete her bachelor’s degree in just two and a half years. 



Now president of the Live Your Dream Foundation, Bunnell has the chance to help other single 

moms who are struggling to make ends meet while in college. 

“It’s the best feeling to call someone up and let them know they’ve been awarded a 

scholarship,” Bunnell said. “Knowing I’m taking that weight off their shoulders — nothing can 

beat that. It’s an amazing opportunity to help those who are in hard situations to change their 

lives and the lives of their families.” 

To be eligible for the scholarship, an applicant must be a single mother who is a legal member 

of the U.S. and a resident of Utah at the time of application. Applicants must also be a graduate 

of an accredited high school or have an equivalent diploma, have realistic and attainable 

educational goals, and demonstrate financial need for a scholarship. Scholarships can be put 

toward any Utah university, college or technical school. 

“When I went back to school I didn’t really think about what it would mean for my kids, other 

than financially,” Hendley said. “Now I realize I’m setting an example here that even when life is 

hard you keep plugging along and doing the best you can. Things will work out as long as you 

keep trying.” 

The foundation has a rolling admissions process, meaning there is no scholarship application 

deadline. Bunnell said the foundation board tries to award at least two scholarships a semester, 

but if more funding comes in then more scholarships will be awarded. For the upcoming 

semester, four scholarships have already been awarded. Scholarships range from $500 to 

$2,000. 

For more information about the Live Your Dream Foundation, visit 

liveyourdreamfoundation.org/. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Woman supporting single moms;  

 

 

Katie Bunnell, left, founder of the Provo non-profit, Live Your Dream Foundation, receives a grant from Lori 

Chillingworth, Executive VP of Zions Bank. 
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Provo woman supporting single mothers receives Smart Women Grant 
from Zions Bank 

A Provo woman who started a scholarship program for single mothers called Live Your Dream 

Foundation was selected to receive a 2015 Smart Women Grant from Zions Bank. Katie Bunnell 

received a $3,000 microgrant for her efforts in empowering women through her organization during 

an awards ceremony in Salt Lake City on Nov. 12. 

Bunnell has provided 30 scholarships totaling to $45,000 through her foundation to support 

education for single mothers who are overcoming various challenges. Bunnell plans on using the 

grant to provide three scholarships to single mothers. 

Bunnell and her family were inspired to start the organization when she became a single mother 

after her husband suddenly passed away in 2005. As she rebuilt her life, she experienced 
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challenges returning to school while taking care of her family, and had the desire to support other 

single mothers who were in similar situations. 

“Each of the single mothers we’ve helped is working hard to further their education in order to give 

their family more opportunities,” said Bunnell. “It’s been rewarding to help other moms fulfill their 

dreams of a better future for themselves and their family.” 

Zions Bank’s Women’s Financial Group provides Smart Women Grants as part of its ongoing 

commitment to support women in achieving financial independence. The microgrants are awarded to 

those who promote the empowerment of women or directly benefit women of low-income and 

underserved populations in Utah and Idaho. Since 2004, 76 microgrants totaling more than 

$217,000 have been awarded to projects supporting women. For more information, visit 

zionsbank.com/smartwomen. 
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